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Case 2761 

Chrysops atlanticus Pechuman, 1949 (Insecta, Diptera); proposed 
conservation of the specific name 

J.E. Chainey 

Department of Entomology, The Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, 
London SW7 5 BD, U.K. 



Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the well-known specific name 
of the saltmarsh deer-fly Chrysops atlanticus Pechuman, 1949. The unused name 
Chrysops canifrons Walker, 1848 is a senior subjective synonym for this species, and 
the suppression of this name is proposed. The deer-fly, C. atlanticus. is of economic 
importance since it is a persistent biter of humans in the salt marshes on the eastern 
coast of the United States (Hansens, 1980a; Pechuman, 1981). 



1. Walker (1848, p. 197) described Chrysops canifrons from a single specimen 
from Florida. Osten Sacken (1875, p. 385) thought canifrons was a ‘probable, though 
doubtful’ synonym of C.flavidus Wiedemann (1821, p. 105) and subsequently (1878, 
p. 53) listed it as a synonym of that species. This synonymy was accepted by subsequent 
authors (see Brennan, 1935; Philip, 1965) and canifrons has remained unused. 

2. Examination of the holotype in the Natural History Museum, London, of 
C. canifrons shows that it is indistinguishable from C. atlanticus Pechuman, 1949; the 
name canifrons is therefore a senior subjective synonym of atlanticus. 

3. Pechuman (1949, p. 79) described Chrysops atlanticus (as atlantica, which is 
incorrect since Chrysops is masculine (Article 30a(ii) of the Code)) from a long series 
of specimens (number not stated) which were found in localities in Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, Maryland and Virginia. He provided characters 
distinguishing C. atlanticus from C.flavidus Wiedemann, 1821 . 

4. The name atlanticus has been used by the following authors: Philip ( 1 955), Teskey 
(1969), Anderson (1971, 1973), Hansens & Robinson (1973), Magnarelli & Anderson 
(1977), Orihel & Lowrie (1975) and Hansens (1980b). A further list of ten references is 
held by the Commission Secretariat. 

5. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

( 1 ) to use its plenary powers to suppress the specific name canifrons Walker, 1 848, as 
published in the binomen Chrysops canifrons. for the purposes of the Principle of 
Priority not but not for those of the Principle of Homonymy; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name atlanticus 
Pechuman, 1949, as published in the binomen Chrysops atlantica; 

(3) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology 
the name canifrons Walker, 1848, as published in the binomen Chrysops 
canifrons and as suppressed in (1) above. 
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